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This year, trade the madness of the mall for a holiday
celebration steeped in history. Just follow the red-brick

road to St. Charles, Missouri. Strolling characters,

banneted carolers and a candlelit inn await. |

Guestsat Boone's
~—Colonial Inn enjoy
afront-row'seat

; o the festivities in
1St Charies, Missauri
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(Above, from left) Ebenezer Scrooge
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{Above) More than 100
shops and restaurants
line 5t. Charles’
brick-paved Main
Street. Many sell a
mixed bag of
accessories and gifts,
but standouts include
Main Street Books
and Provenance
Soapworks.
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nearly as old as the inn. We imagine we're shop-
keepers 200 years agn, rucking into a hot meal
before unlocking downstairs. Qutside.  Main
Street is still. No Santas or kettle corn.

Stephen Powell, the innkeeper, takes us to the
Barromeo Log Church, a replica of where Lewis
and Clark worshipped before their expedition
He clicks the heavy padlock, and we marvel at
the humble start 1o one of history’s grearest trips
Later, at the First Missouri State Capitol site, we
see where legislators, some illiterate, drafted the

state’s constitution above a general store. Wavy
glass windows overlook evergreen-clad shops

By lunchtime, the sense of anticipation ourside
is palpable, like a child’s toe-rwitching excitement
on Christmas Fve. Shopkeepers fuss over bows,
and a horse-drawn carriage appears: Checking
our watches, Natalie and T wait for the moment
when an imaginary fairy waves her wand over
this toy village, and the Christmas Traditions
characters stroll down Main Street again. B

For trip guide, see page 94.




We wake to caramel

French toast served on
a table nearly as old as
the inn. We imagine

that we're shopkeepers
200 years ago, tucking
into a hot meal before
unlocking downstairs.

(Left, from fop) Some

5t. Charles shopkeepers
wear costumes, too.
Visitors sip warm
Alpenglow around a fire
pit outside Little Hills
Winery. The Vine serves
upscale fare such as
seared ahi tuna. (Below)
Local kids participate in
the Lewis and Clark Fife
and Drum Corps.




